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The SSBA is an 
Active Affiliate of 

since 2005 

 

Back to Beale Street Blues 2012 
@ Jazzbones 

Sunday, June 12th 
3 - 11 PM 

 
Please join us for the Sixth Annual “Back to 

Beale Street Blues” IBC competition on Sunday, 
June 12th, at Jazzbones starting at 3:00 PM. The top 
four finalists from the band division will compete at 
the July 4th Tacoma Freedom Fair on the Ruston 
Way Waterfront. The solo/duo act winner will be 
announced at Jazzbones. 

 
An All Ages Event! 

Donation: $8  Blues Society Members / $10 Non-Members 
Produced by the South Sound Blues Association 

www.southsoundblues.com 
 
 

The Lineup 
 

Solo/Duo Acts 
3:00 PM      Nolan Garrett 
3:30 PM      Doug Skoog and Joe Hendershot 
4:00 PM      Jumpin’ Josh and Felicia 

  

Bands 
4:35 PM       Mary McPage Band 
5:15 PM       Julie Powers and The Uptown  

        Blues Band 
5:55 PM       Michal Miller Band 
6:35 PM       Cody Rentas Band 
7:15 PM       James King and the Southsiders 
7:55 PM       Rafael Tranquilino Band 
8:35 PM       Jimmy Jones Band 
9:15 PM       Red Hot Blues Sisters 
9:55 PM       Al Earick Band 

      10:35 PM      Chester Dennis Jones Band 
 

Jazzbones is located at 2803 6th Ave., Tacoma 
253-396-9169 

Gray Sky Guests 
Over the course of several days leading up to and      

including the Gray Sky Blues Music Festival on April 9th, 
South Sound blues fans were treated to some outstanding 
shows by our guest performers. Bob Corritore and Dave Riley 
packed The Swiss for their headline tour, dropped in for a few 
tunes with the Randy Oxford Band at the Stonegate After-
Festival Party and even teamed up with the V-Knights at the 
Harmon to open the festival. Here’s a comment from Bob on 
their experience: 

“Dave Riley and I really enjoyed our trip to   
Tacoma, Washington to play at the Gray Sky 
Blues Festival. We were treated like kings by 
blues association president Gary Grape, and 
shown great warmth by Washington’s great 
blues community. Dave and I play down home 
blues with no apologies and that seemed to be 
just fine with everyone at the festival. I also want 
to acknowledge the great rhythm section of   
Andrew Cloutier and Scott Simmons who gave 
us the perfect backing. This trip was also very 
special in that in 1968 Dave was stationed at Ft. 
Lewis right before he left for Vietnam and he 
remembers the town fondly. We hope to make it 
back sometime to play again in your beautiful 
town. Thank you.”            Bob Corritore 

(Continued on page 4) 
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A  great time was had at this 
year’s Gray Sky Blues    
Music Festival!  The Swiss 
and the Harmon were 

packed the entire day with blues fans 
from around the Northwest. The event 
began following the Tacoma Daffodil 
Parade, with the V-Knights from the 

Phoenix Blues Society performing at The Harmon Brewery.  
The V-Knights consist of three brothers, Christian and 
Gabriel, ages eleven, and Alex Velasquez, eight years old. 
These kids put on quite a show!  

At 6 PM our headliner, Bob Corritore and Dave Riley 
from Scottsdale, Arizona, took the stage at The Swiss.      
Besides being great showmen, they were both very gracious 
and humble, and expressed their appreciation to have had the 
opportunity to perform in the Northwest. 

As it turns out, in 1968, Dave Riley was stationed at 
Fort Lewis, on his way to the Vietnam War. This was his first 
visit back to Tacoma! 

Bob and Dave put on an energizing show, with Scott 
Simmons on bass and Andrew Cloutier on drums.  “They are 
the real deal,” said Bob Hill, owner of The Swiss, who loved 
their performance. I sure hope we can get them back here 
again someday! 

The after-festival party was held at The Stonegate on 
South Tacoma Way. The Randy Oxford Band performed  
upstairs in the loft, and Jumpin’ Josh Violette hosted an       
all-ages jam downstairs. Our headliners made a cameo      
appearance and did a couple songs with Randy and the band.  
It was a great day for blues in Tacoma! 

We would like to thank all the volunteers who worked 
so hard to make this a great event.  Thank you all very much!! 
Mark your calendars for May 28th for the Seventh Annual 
Tacoma Jazz and Blues Festival. 

This year’s venues are Freighthouse Square and Harmon 
Brewery.  The Freighthouse will be featuring big band      
orchestras and The Harmon Brewery will feature blues acts. 
At the Harmon the music kicks off at 12:30 PM with The 
Buskers (a downsized “Red Hot Blues Sisters”).  At 2 PM, 
Little Bill and the Bluenotes take the stage, and at 3:30 PM, 
The Harmon All-Star Brew performs. This band includes Al 
Alto on guitar, Jumpin’ Josh Violette on guitar, Billy Barner 
on drums, Joe Hendershot on bass, Steve Sarandos on the 
saxophone and Maia Santell on vocals. Then, at 5 PM, the 
headliner, legendary guitarist Jerry Miller takes the stage with 
his band, Jerry Miller and Company. 

At Freighthouse Square, there will be three big band 
jazz orchestras starting at 12:30 PM.  Free parking is       
available at the Tacoma Dome Station parking garage. You 
can catch the big band orchestras across the street at    
Freighthouse Square and then hop on the light rail and get off 
at Union Station/19th and The Harmon is just a few doors 
down. 

After the music ends at The Harmon and Freighthouse 
Square, head on down to the After-Festival Party at The    

(Continued on page 3) 
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�����  Hey, Blues Fans! Wondering why you should 
join the SSBA? For a $20 yearly individual membership fee, 
you will receive: 

 
*  A regularly produced copy of this newsletter 
*  Monthly calendar of South Sound blues events 
*  The opportunity to submit articles & music reviews 
*  Special event email blasts 
*  Event and merchandise discounts 
*  A vote on important association matters 
*  The satisfaction of knowing you're a part of the South 

Sound Blues community AND MORE! 
 
South Sound Blues Association Membership Application 
Name(s) __________________________________________ 
Address __________________________________________ 
City, State ____________________________ Zip _________ 
Phone: Home/Work/Cell _____________________________ 
Email ____________________________________________ 
 
NOTE: If you want to receive your newsletter and special 
events information by email, the SSBA does not give out email 
or membership information. 
 
_____ Student/Senior Membership $10/year 
_____ Individual Membership $20/year (Email News) 
_____ Individual Membership $30/year (Snail Mail News)** 
_____ Family Membership $30/year 
_____ Band Membership $50/year 
_____ Lifetime Individual Membership $200 (one-time fee) 
_____ Lifetime Family Membership $300 (one-time fee) 
_____ Corporate Membership $TBD/year 
_____ Venue Membership $TBD/year 
_____ Additional Donation 
 
Occupation _______________________________________ 
Volunteer Skills ____________________________________ 
Musicians — Instrument(s) ___________________________ 
Interested in a Committee Position? ____________________  
 
Please make checks payable to: 
 South Sound Blues Association 
 P.O. Box 26303, Federal Way, WA   98093-3303 
 
Have questions? 
 Call Gary at (253) 230-6851,   or visit our Website:      
    www.southsoundblues.com 
 
** The additional $10 charge for Individual Snail Mail        

Memberships is required to cover the costs of providing 
hard-copy printing and delivery of the Association        
Newsletter and the monthly Calendar of Events. 

SSBA Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

Full Page: $60  Half Page: $35  Back Half Page: $45 
Quarter Page: $20     Sixth Page: $12     Business Card: $8 

 
Ad discount policy: 20%/12-month advance; 15/6; 10/3 
Text: Word ‘97-03 (.doc), text (.txt) or rich text (.rtf) 
Graphics: 300 dpi / jpg, gif, tif or pdf formats 
Deadline: 20th of every month 



Maia Santell: 
Swing into Spring! 
        I’d love it if you’d mark your calendar for the   
Tacoma Jazz and Blues Festival on Saturday, May 28th!  
I have the pleasure of   
singing with The Harmon 
All-Star Brew at 3:30pm on 
the Harmon Brewery Blues 
Stage, with Steve Sarandos 
on saxophone, Al Alto on 
guitar, Billy Barner on 
drums, Joe Hendershot on 
bass and Josh Violette on 
guitar. 
        Another unique event that I am performing for this 
month is the grand opening of Mr. Mac Ltd Men’s  
Fashion Store on Thursday, May 26th, starting at 7pm.  
Gary Crooks (guitar), Steve Luceno (bass), David Keys 
(keyboards) and Josh Violette (guitar) will be joining 
me, too!  If you haven’t had the pleasure of checking out 
this amazing clothing store, you simply must swing by 

on this very special night.  Mr. Mac’s selection of hats is     
incredible, and his spectacular, colorful array of men’s suits, 
shirts and shoes is a dream come true for performers and blues 
musicians!  Mr. Mac’s is located at 1124 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Way, Tacoma.  Hope to see you there!   
         For details and more upcoming performances, see:  
www.MaiaSantell.com��
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Son Jack Jr 
Son Jack Jr’s Delta Hothouse Hits T-Town May 9th 
        Hello to all our South Sound blues buds! It's been a while 
but we are delighted to be playing at the SWISS on May 9th. 
We’ll have the “whole damn band” featuring Michael Wilde, 
Mark Davies, and some geezer called SJ Jr. Also, we’ll be 
joined by Jeff Hayes who will be doing the drum duty that 
night! 
       We’ve been hard at work and have added a lot of new   
material comprising both originals plus a big chunk of Chicago 
blues featuring the grooves of Muddy, Elmore, Wolf, Mayall, 
Walter and much more. I sure hope you can join us and       
especially that all the Monday night dancers will make it out 
and fill the floor. 
      Cheers! 
sonjackjr@sonjackjr.com | www.facebook.com/sonjackjr 
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FESTIVALS, CDs AND FUN! 
 

We’re finally getting some spring sunshine and I’m getting 
anxious to get the SSBA merchandise booth on the road to two 
of the best spring festivals in the northwest this month. The first 
is Untapped Blues & Brews in Kennewick on the 13th and 14th 
and Sunbanks in Electric City the 19th thru 22nd. These will be 
followed by the Tacoma Jazz and Blues Festival at The Harmon 
in Tacoma on the 28th. You can get more information on these 
fantastic events from the links on the Festivals page of our  
website. 

I would like to extend an invitation to all the bands and 
musicians who have new CD releases to consign your CDs to  
us and let us help get your music out to the fans and exposure to 
your work. Please contact me at signguy@nventure.com and 
we’ll get you set up. 

So come on out, support the festivals, support live music, 
support the musicians, support the blues and let’s have some 
fun! 
 
Mike Brooks, 
Merchandising & Promotions 
signguy@nventure.com 

Hardcopy SSBA Newsletter Printing Services Courtesy of: 
 Frank Elliott 
 ELLIOT SALES/GEIGER 
 Custom Printed Promotional Products 
 2502 S. 12th Street, Tacoma, WA 
 800-576-3945 

The next SSBA Board Meeting will be held on 
June 7th at 6:30PM at Louie G’s, 5219 Pacific Hwy in 
Fife. All members are welcome to attend the meeting, but 
must inform Gary ahead of time if they wish to speak so 
they  may be placed on the agenda. Minutes of the board 
meeting will be made  available upon request.   
         
          Carol, Gary and the gang 

Stonegate in South Tacoma. (There is on-street parking, and 
there’s also a parking lot in back of the building.) Rich        
Wetzel’s Groovin’ Higher Orchestra will be performing       
upstairs in the loft while Jumpin’ Josh Violette will be hosting 
an all-ages jam downstairs. 

April 15th was the deadline for our Back to Beale Street 
Blues, International Blues Challenge Competition. Ten bands 
and three solo/duo acts signed up to represent the SSBA in 
Memphis in 2012. The preliminaries will be held on Sunday, 
June 12th, at Jazzbones. The competition begins at 3 PM. Each 
band and solo/duo act will perform in front of a panel of three 
judges.  The top four bands will move on to the finals at The 
Tacoma Freedom Fair on July 4th. Duke’s Chowder House will 
be hosting the finals again this year. Live blues starts at noon, 
and the competition begins at 3:30 PM. (Note: The solo/duo act 
winner will be announced at Jazzbones on June 12th.) 

I had the opportunity (and the honor) to be a presenter at 
the Washington Blues Society’s award ceremony at The Triple 
Door in downtown Seattle. It was a grand event!                  
Congratulations to all the winners!�����
����
������������	������������	������������	������������	� ���
“If you get a chance, take it. If it changes your life, let it.”  

(Continued from page 2) 



RIKY HUDSON BENEFIT  
@ JAZZBONES 

3/27/11 
 

The evening started off with Riky Hudson entering the 
building with a great drum roll by Tyler Musgrave, the crowd 
welcomed him with a standing ovation, open arms and much 
love. 

The music started with the Farko Collective Band sharing 
their fusion jazz tunes with us. Jada Amy jumped on stage and 
sang “People Get Ready” by the great Curtis Mayfield,       
dedicated to the great Riky Hudson. They rocked the house and 
opened with a bang. For those who are willing to give them a 
chance check them out Tuesday nights at Highway 99 Blues 
Club from 8-11. 

After their set Riky’s brother Tony Hudson came on stage 
and introduced Riky Hudson’s family to the crowd. As       
Jazzbones has always been like a home to Riky, it’s only fitting 
that his nieces would appear and perform at Jazzbones. A   
benefit poster made by Ricki Peto was signed by everyone at 
the event. Copies of this poster are for sale for $20.00; if     
interested contact Tony. All proceeds go to Riky Hudson. 

Next on stage to support their past drummer was the 
Randy Oxford Band. Starting with Rafael Tranquilino doing an 
instrumental. Bringing on stage Nia and LaNita Hudson singing 
Marvin Gaye’s “What’s Going On,” one of Riky’s favorites 
and finishing off with Riky’s own “Bow Wow.” The house was 
now on their feet. Again Jada Amy took the stage (as she is still 
the lead singer for the Randy Oxford Band) singing a smooth 
Etta James and followed by a rough Jada Amy. 

Bump Kitchen brought down the house and the dance 
floor was packed, with elbow room only. As the night was  
beginning to mellow the last band of the evening was On the 
Level. As they took the stage Dominique Stone started us off 
with classics. Heather Rayburn sang her heart out as her vocals 
echoed through the house. It was a great ending for a night 
dedicate to Riky Hudson. 

Riky Hudson is one man that is on the top of everyone’s 
list. We would like to thank everyone for their donations and 
support. We wish Riky a fast and safe recovery. 

We would also like to thank everyone that participated in 
making this an unforgettable event. 

 
Patti Thomas 

 
And  talk about turning a town upside-down and inside-

out, this year’s Youth Performance Guests left a trail of jaw-
dropped spectators wherever they went! The V-Knights from 
Phoenix, AZ, amazed audiences throughout their visit, starting 
with a show at The Hub’s Thursday Night Open Mic with 
Rafael Tranquilino. I (Aaron B) have rarely seen so many   
people in the crowd stop whatever it is they were doing to 

break out their phone cameras! 
The following evening, the boys (Christian, Alex and 

Gabriel) did a quick set at Louie G’s in Fife where they were 
greeted with huge applause from the all-ages audience. The 
next morning, the boys opened the Gray Sky Blues Music   
Festival at the Harmon Brewery, setting the fans up for an   
outstanding day of music. 

It was the all-ages jam at the Stonegate’s After-Festival 
Party though, where the V-Knights tore the place up, doing  a 
long list of original tunes on their own and blending in with the 
rest of the jammers as if they had been doing it all of their lives. 
Amazingly enough, none of the boys have ever had a music 
lesson, nor had they played with anyone else before! 

Some of the more outstanding moments of the evening 
came when Rafael Tranquilino stepped in while on a break 
from the upstairs (adult only) show with Randy Oxford. Young 
Christian and Rafael traded licks in a stepped-up performance 
that once again sent the crowd reaching for their phone cameras 
to capture the incredible moments. I suspect that there are a 
number of videos posted to You-Tube; check them out! 

During one of the final songs of the evening, Jumpin’ 
Josh swapped leads with Christian in a classic Stevie Ray 
Vaughn tune which prompted a young man in the audience to 
approach me with the following: 

“How old are those guitarists again? Now let me get my 
head around this. You’re telling me that the best version of 
Voodoo Child I have ever heard is being played by an 11-year 
old (Christian) and a 13-year old (Josh)?” 

And that’s the way it went all weekend long! The SSBA 
is happy to have been able to bring these boys to the northwest 
for our fans. Inviting young performers such as the V-Kinghts 
is part of an ongoing program funded by our members and fans 
to include in the annual Gray Sky event talented youngsters 
from around the country. The youth guests are treated just like 

(Continued from page 1) 
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a touring adult group or headliner; the SSBA pays for their 
airfare and accommodations along with a performance fee for 
their participation in the Saturday event. It is a fabulous      
opportunity for young performers to get their feet wet as paid 
artists, and gives them a chance to establish and develop life-
long relationships with our own local young blues musicians. 
After all, as great as the internet is for creating connections, 
nothing beats face-to-face time and live exposure to the greater 
blues fan community. 

Below is a comment from Gabriel Valasquez, father and 
manager of the V-Knights: 

“Aaron, 
I just sat down to write you when your email 
popped up!  I am truly grateful to you, Gary, and 
the SSBA for the opportunity to perform and meet 
so many nice and supportive people!  As a father, I 
am at a loss for words on how thankful I am for 
they way you, Gary, Josh, and the SBBA treated 
the boys.  When you presented the certificates to 
them on Saturday night, all three of them looked at 
me with such big smiles and my heart just melted.  
They worked really hard behind the scenes to make 
it a success and that acknowledgement and the look 
in their eyes is something I'll never forget. 
I spoke with Randy Oxford yesterday and he said 
people are still talking about The V-Knights.  He 
wants to include them in some of their upcoming 
shows and festivals!!  I told him it would be an 
honor to be a part of his line up.” 

 

(Continued from page 4) The funds for the Youth Performance Guest come directly 
from our community. We hope that the program is seen as a 
positive effort in accomplishing our organization’s mission of 
promoting through various means and activities the traditional 
American art form known as the blues. Events like this make it 
clear that we are doing something great, and we hope that the 
community shows their agreement by continuing to provide the 
funds that make it possible. 

For those of you who would like to keep track of the        
V-Knights’ activities, please visit www.vknights.com. I’m    
looking forward to seeing them next at Bob Corritore’s Rhythm 
Room in Phoenix and at the AVA Amphitheater in Tucson at 
the end of the month where they will be playing with the Randy 
Oxford Band in fundraising efforts for a local lung-transplant 
candidate (see http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3036677/
vp/40596990#40596990 

 
http://www.ntafund.org/find-a-patient/profile/index.cfm/

patient/BE589A8F-F625-7B1C-C8040BB4710CBF9E 
 

http://azdavesfundraiser.org/).  
 
For those of you that can’t make it to Arizona, we are  

hoping to see the V-Knights at the Mount Baker Blues Festival 
taking place at the end of July. If you would like to make a  
donation specifically for the purpose of funding our Youth  
Performance Guest Program, please contact Gary Grape at 
GWGrape@comcast.net, or look for our Merchandise Booth at 
any number of SSBA-sponsored or participating events. 

5 



6 



7 



8 



7 



The South Sound Blues Association 
P.O. Box 26303 
Federal Way, WA 
98093-3303 
www.southsoundblues.com 
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BANDSPEAK 

Be Heard! 
 

All SSBA member bands are encouraged to 
take advantage of the “Bandspeak” section of our 
newsletter. Each month you can post a picture and a 
short story about your band. Please send your article 
and picture to our editor, Aaron Bakalar, at 
ajbakalar@aol.com by the 20th of each month. 
 

Bands are also encouraged to submit their    
performance listings (by the 15th of each month) to 
our calendar editor, Jane Henderson, at             
jhendersonwa@earthlink.net  

 
Rafael Tranquilino 

 
of the Randy Oxford Band will be hosting a new jam 

at The Hub in Tacoma every Thursday evening. 
The Hub is located at 203 Tacoma Avenue South 

(253-683-4606) 

New All-Ages Venue 
The SSBA is happy to announce a new music venue. 

Louie G’s is located at 5219 Pacific Highway in Fife. 
Owner Louie G has created an excellent atmosphere for 
live music, is looking to promote blues music on Fridays 
and is offering an opportunity to establish an all-ages 
blues jam on Tuesday evenings. Those interested are   
encouraged to contact the venue to discuss opportunities. 
The restaurant has an excellent Italian menu with very            
reasonable prices and offers beer and wine in addition to 
self-serve soft drinks. 


